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                                                                                                      13 November 2007 

Notes from the Knowledge Exchange Open Access Working Group update in London on 1 November 2007 from Hanne Marie Kværndrup and Louisa Dale

At the JISC meeting in London concerning “Establishing the Economic Benefits of Open Access” with John Houghton, the participants decided to hold a short briefing on progress and the work plan for the KE OA work group although not all members were represented.

Regarding the EC petition

A letter to the EU Parliament was issued on 25th November 2007, as a follow up to the Knowledge Exchange Open Access petition started in early 2007. Currently, the communication that the EC issued during the February meeting in Brussels is sitting with the Parliament - specifically with the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy. The letter was addressed to The Chair of the Committee, Dr. Angelika Niebler, from Germany.

At the Portuguese presidency conference “The future of Science and Technology in Europe”, 8-10 October 2007 in Lisbon, Portugal ec.europa.eu/research/conferences/2007/fst/index_en.htm the issue of Open Access to scientific publications was presented. A recent report on the presentation and discussion at the conference indicated that the presentations were dominated by 'patent people' and thereby gave a wrong impression.

The Portuguese government and Science Minister have been supportive of Open Access throughout their Presidency. It seems likely that the Slovenians (next in line for the EU Presidency) will be equally supportive if supplied with the right information.

Elsevier has scrutinised signatures of the petition and are currently lobbying senior members of representative institutions. It is important to be aware of this approach from big publishers at a national level. 

Update on the Knowledge Exchange Open Access Working Group status & work plan

The following priority approaches are planned:

1. A Knowledge Exchange road map on a national level promoting Open Access Principles and Licence to Publish Principles: encouraging and raising awareness among funders, institutions and researchers. SURFfoundation has recently funded a new piece of work, shortly due to report. Knowledge Exchange will ensure that those recommendations are considered carefully.

2. Best practice workshops, guidelines & tools 

Upskilling: practical approaches in support of small publishers and learned societies, an initial proposal for a workshop is currently under consideration for commitment by the partner organisations. 

3. A Knowledge Exchange Open Access road map on a EU level supporting the EU agenda 

EU Commission: secure a consultant to develop a road map and ensure that partners are able to respond to changes in the political landscape quickly and appropriately.

4. Combined workshop/seminar including Open Access & Institutional Repositories issues.
Most Institutional Repositories contain Open Access publications and a lot of issues, other than hard core technical solutions, could be of interest (e.g. copyright, Open Access publishing policies, Open Access administration, (administration of) versioning of publications, compound publications, learning objects, eScience, workflow and registration practices.  Meeting participants thought that it was a good idea to continue the above mentioned approach with emphasis on “tasks, not talks”.

Other business

SPARC Europe is considering three developments:
· Creating an Open Access Seal of Approval: a “kitemark”, to raise the quality of Open Access publications, using a CreativeCommonsBuy licence.
· Establishing an association of Open Access publishers to stop the debate from being polarised. There is a need for changing the focus of the debate toward a more constructive approach since there are plenty of publishers who support of Open Access.
· Establishing common platforms for Open Access journals. There is a need to support the smaller scientific publishers in the transition to Open Access publishing. An Open Access publishing service could be a solution.
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